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MONTANA STUDENTS PERFORM WELL AT INTERNATIONAL SCIENCE FAIR 
MISSOULA -
Montana students captured several top awards during the 51st INTEL International 
Science and Engineering Fair, held May 7-13 in Detroit. ISEF is the pinnacle event in a 
yearlong series of local, regional, state and national science fairs.
Eighteen of Montana’s brightest students attended ISEF this year. As the top individual 
and team Grand Award winners from around Montana, they were sponsored by regional 
science fairs in Billings, Butte, Cascade and Havre and the statewide Science Fair held at The 
University of Montana. UM’s Department of Computer Science administers the state science 
fair, which is co-sponsored by the UM Foundation and the Missoula Exchange Club.
The Montana winners’ exhibits were among more than 1,000 projects from 36 
countries in 16 categories of competition. The state’s winners at the international science fair 
were:
■  Garl Germann, 19, of Ennis High School. He won several awards for his project, 
"Properties of Snow Crystal Metamorphism: Phase III." They were the American Geological 
Institute’s Association ot Engineering Geologists Award; a $1,000 First Award from the 
American Meteorological Society; a $1,000 Society of Exploration Geophysicists
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Distinguished Achievement Award and a trip to that organization’s national meeting in 
Calgary, Canada; an $8,000 college scholarship from the U.S. Navy/Marine Corps; and a 
$1,000 Third Grand Award in the earth and sciences category. Germann also was selected to 
attend the International Environmental Project Olympiad this coming June in Anatalya,
Turkey, to compete with students whose projects also focus on protecting the world’s 
environment. Only two exhibitors’ projects per country/state advance to this annual event.
■  Jayce Getz, 18, of Missoula’s Big Sky High School. Getz won the $1,000 
American Mathematical Society’s First Place Karl Menger Award and the mathematics 
category $1,500 Second Grand Award for his project, "Extension of a Theorem of Kiming and 
Olsson for p(n): Two-Year Study."
■  team members Cassandra Lynn Koerner, 16, and Lynessa Kellog, 16, both of 
Stevensville High School. They won the $500 Society of Exploration Geophysicists Team 
Merit award and the American Geological Institute’s Honorable Mention Award for their 
project, "Effects of Land Use on the Geomorphology and Water Quality of North Burnt Fork 
Creek: Two-Year Study."
■  Joy Womack, 17, of Billings West High School. She won the American Geological 
Institute’s Honorable Mention Award for her project, "Effects of Bank Stabilization on the 
Yellowstone River."
■ Brittany Kirkland, 18, of Missoula’s Big Sky High School. She won a $1,000 Third 
Grand Award in the mathematics category for her project, "Lower Bounds for Families of 2K- 
Core Generating Functions."
■  Jessica Kaae, 15, of Great Falls’ Charles M. Russell High School. She received the
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$500 Fourth Grand Award in the medicine and health category for her project, "Identification 
of Bioactive Compounds: Phase II."
■  Jerri Ahrens, 18, of Sunburst’s North Toole County High School. She won the 
$500 American Physiological Society’s Fourth Award for her project, "Reducing Lethal UV 
Radiation Damage in Fruit Flies Using Antioxidants."
■  team members Jeremy Brimhall, 17, and Marshall Overcast, 17, of Sunburst’s 
North Toole County High School. They won the $1,500 Second Grand Award in the team 
projects category and a $500 Weed Science Society of America Award for their project, 
"Allelophathic Effects of Selected Weed Exudates on Germination and Early Growth of 
Triticum Aestivum in Northern Toole County, Montana."
In addition, Larry Faque, a science teacher at North Toole County High School in 
Sunburst, received a $1,000 Intel Excellence in Teaching Award.
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